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Nursing Research vs. EBP vs. Nursing Research vs. EBP vs. 
Quality ImprovementQuality Improvement

• Nursing Research is a systemic inquiry designed to develop 
trustworthy evidence about issues of importance to the nursing 
profession, including nursing practice, education, administration and 
informatics (Polit & Beck, 2010) 

• Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) is the integration of the best 
research evidence with clinical expertise/patient values to facilitate 
clinical decision making incorporating clinical state, clinical setting 
and clinical circumstances (DiCensio et al 2005)

• Quality improvement and risk data can be used to assess practices
and determine the need for practice changes (The Joint Commission Center 
for Transforming Healthcare. Hand hygiene project. 
http://www.centerfortransforminghealthcare.org/projects/display.aspx?projectid=5.)

ANCC MAGNETANCC MAGNET
Magnet organizations are ethically and 
professionally compelled to contribute to new 
knowledge, innovation and quality improvement

Implementation ProcessImplementation Process
• From small to large pots of funding

• The Five Ps for submitting a grant

–Passion
–Planning
–Persuasion
–Persistence
–Patience

Grant Funding Grant Funding 

� American Nurses Foundation (ANF) www.anfonline.org
ANA Constituent Member Association (CMA) Foundation s

� Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Arizona 

� California, Connecticut, Colorado, Florida 
� Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Indiana
� Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri
� Nebraska, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon
� Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South D akota 
� Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Washington, Wiscon sin

•TriServices Nursing Research Program
•US Health Resources and Services Administration 

(HRSA) www.hrsa.gov

Sigma Theta Tau InternationalSigma Theta Tau International
– STTI Small Grants  www.nursingsociety.org
– Doris Bloch Research Award 
– Rosemary Berkel Crisp Research Award 
– Virginia Henderson Clinical Research Grant 
– Joan K. Stout, RN, (Hugoton Foundation) Research Grant

• To advance ongoing evidence-based study on the impact of the practice of simulation 
education in schools of nursing and clinical care settings.

• To ensure the ongoing practice of nurse-led simulation in improving quality of care in 
clinical &/or academic settings with potential for further funding and ongoing research.

– Criteria
• Have a master's degree, and/or be enrolled in a Doctoral program
• Registered nurse with current license

• Ready to implement research project when funding is received 

– Funding: US $5,000 (max) Deadline:1 July 2010 Funding date:11/1/2010

– Contact Information STTI Research Services 888.634.7575 



STTI ChaptersSTTI Chapters
• 001. Alpha ($95, L-$65) Indiana University 
• 002. Gamma ($90)  University of Iowa
• 003. Delta ($90, L-$70)  University of Kansas
• 004. Epsilon ($85, L-$65) The Ohio State University
• 005. Zeta ($95, L-$80) University of Minnesota
• 006. Eta ($90, L-$85) University of Pittsburgh
• 007. Theta-at-Large ($90, L-$83) Boston University
• 008. Iota ($90) Vanderbilt University
• 009. Kappa ($90, L-$80) The Catholic University of America
• 010. Lambda ($85) Wayne State University
• 011. Mu ($85, L-$70) University of Connecticut
• 012. Nu ($90, L-$75) University of Alabama at Birmin gham
• 013. Xi ($90) University of Pennsylvania
• 014. Omicron (Alumni Chapter)($90) Syracuse Universi ty
• 015. Pi ($90, L-$75) University of Maryland

*L = Life membership established several decades but no longer available

STTI Chapters STTI Chapters 
• 016. Rho ($85, L-$80) University of Michigan
• 017. Tau ($95, L-$80) Georgetown University
• 018. Upsilon ($100, L-$69) New York University
• 019. Phi ($80, L-$65) South Dakota State University
• 020. Chi-at-Large ($90) St. Catherine University- St. Paul, MN
• 021. Psi-at-Large($85, L-$70) University of Washingto n
• 022. Omega($80, L-$75) Marian University Indianapolis, IN 
• 023. Alpha Alpha ($100, L-$81) UNC, Chapel Hill, NC
• 024. Alpha Beta ($90) Loyola University, Chicago
• 025. Alpha Gamma ($80, L-$70) San Jose State Univer sity
• 026. Alpha Delta ($100, L-$75) UT Medical Branch, G alveston, TX
• 027. Alpha Epsilon ($90, L-$75) Emory University
• 028. Alpha Zeta ($95, L-$65) Columbia University Te acher's College
• 029. Alpha Eta ($110) University of California, San  Francisco, CA
• 030. Alpha Theta ($100, L-$65) University of Florid a

Grant FundingGrant Funding
– University/colleges/schools of nursing alumni

• University of Missouri, Columbia

• University of Kansas

• University of Pittsburgh

– Specialty organizations at the local or regional level
• Academy of Neonatal Nursing (ANN)

• Association of PeriOperative Nurses (AORN) 

• Association of Rehabilitation Nurses (ARN) 

• Emergency Nurses Association Foundation (ENAF) 

• Hospice and Palliative Care Nurses Foundation (HPNF)

• National Nursing Staff Development Organization (NNSDO)

• Oncology Nursing Society (ONS)

• Society of Pediatric Nurses (SPN

– Pharmaceutical or Equipment companies (Education)
• Pfizer-ANA Cultural Competency Program

Grant Funding Grant Funding 
– American Association of Nurse Anesthetists www.aana.com

– American Association of Perioperative Nurses (AORN) www.aorn.org

– American Cancer Society www.cancer.org/docroot/rs/res_5.asp

– American Heart Association www.americanheart.org

– American Psychiatric Association www.psych.org

– Association of Rehabilitation Nurses-Rehabilitation Nurses Foundation 
rehabnurse.org/about/researchfondation.html

Grant FundingGrant Funding

– Emergency Nurses Foundation
• admini.ena.org/foundation/grants

– March of Dimes www.marchofdimes.com/professionals/691_14434.asp

– Midwest Nursing Research Society (MNRS) www.mnrs.org

– Southern Nursing Research Society (SNRS) www.snrs.org

– National League for Nursing www.nln.org

– Oncology Nursing Society www.ons.org

Foundations/Other ResourcesFoundations/Other Resources

– Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
www.ahcpr.gov/fund/funding.htm

– Centers for Disease Control www.cdc.gov

– Gary Hall Jr. Foundation www.garyhalljr.com

– Hugoton Foundation

– Josie King Foundation www.josieking.org

– National Institutes of Nursing Research www.nih.gov/ninr/research.html

– The Foundation Centerwww.fdncenter.org



Grant ProposalGrant Proposal

• Clinical Significance of the study
• Study aims or research study questions
• Conceptual framework/theoretical framework
• Research Design
• Methodology
• Statistical analysis
• Timetable
• GrantsNet www.grants.net.org

Check list for Grant ApplicationCheck list for Grant Application
• Abstract
• Table of Content
• Budget
• Principal Investigator/Co-investigator(s)

– Biosketches/publications
– Prior research experience or studies

• Specific aims
• Background
• Goals or objectives
• Research Questions
• Literature Review

Funding PriorityFunding Priority

• Priority for funding is based on the  
SCIENTIFIC MERIT of the proposal

• Consideration is given to:
– Investigator’s ability to conduct the study

• Project’s potential for:
• Further research
• Methodological development
• Theory development

QualificationsQualifications

• PI must be a registered nurse
• PI must have BSN or higher degree
• Both beginning and experienced researchers 

are encouraged to apply
• Experienced researcher should be shifting 

focus and need funding for preliminary work

• Some grants may specify level of expertise

American Nurses                    American Nurses                    
Foundation GrantsFoundation Grants

• Sigma Theta Tau International/American Nurses Foundation Scholar - Co-funded 
by STTI ($7,500 award will be administered by ANF in year 2011).

• Nurses Charitable Trust of Greater Miami, Florida - ($5,000 award). Grant is 
unrestricted.  Ann Marie Clyatt, RN, BSN; Charlotte Dison, RN, MA; Sande Gracia Jones, 
PhD, ARNP, CS, ACRN, FAAN; JoAnn Gottlieb, PhD, ARNP-BC; Patricia R. Messmer, 
PhD, RN-BC, FAAN; Barbara S. Russell, RN, MPH, CIC, ACRN.

• Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) - ($5,000 award) 
Restricted to AORN members. 

• Southern Nursing Research Society/American Nurses Foundation Scholar  
($7,500 award) Co-funded by ANF. Applicant must be SNRS member. 

• Eastern Nursing Research Society/American Nurses Foundation Scholar ($3,500 
award) Co-funded by ANF. Applicant must be ENRS member. 

• Midwest Nursing Research Society/ American Nurses Foundation Scholar 
($7,500 award) Co-funded by ANF. Applicant must be MNRS member.

• Western Institute of Nursing/American Nurses Foundation Scholar 

($3,500 award) Co-funded by ANF. Applicant must be WIN member.

ANF GrantsANF Grants
• Council for the Advancement of Nursing Science/American Nurses Foundation 

(CANS) - ($20,000 award) - Co-funded by ANF. Restricted to a post doctoral 
fellow or new investigator who has completed the doctorate within the past 4 
years.  Applicant must be CANS member.

• Association of Nurses in AIDS Care Scholar (ANAC) - ($3,000 award).. Proposed 
research must address an area of inquiry related to those with or affected by HIV 
infection. Applicant must be ANAC member.

• Association of Rehabilitation Nurses (ARN/RNF) - ($3,500 award). Proposed 
research must address an inquiry related to nursing-led interdisciplinary 
interventions promoting function-people of all ages with disability &/or chronic 
health problems, or experience of disability &/or chronic health problems 

for individuals & families across lifespan. Must be ARN member. 

• Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Association (PCNA) - ($5,000 award). 
Proposed research must address prevention of cardiovascular disease. The 
applicant must become PCNA accepting grant. Presentation is expected at the 
annual meeting of the PCNA within two years of completion.

• Infusion Nurses Society (INS) - ($3,500 award). Research related to the science 
& practice of infusion therapy &/or infusion nursing. Must be INS member.



ANF GrantsANF Grants
• National Nursing Staff Development Organization (NNSDO) - ($5,000 award). 

Research proposals must fall into ¼ categories: staff development interventions, 
staff development outcomes, staff development as advanced practice, and 
program adaptations for different populations. Applicant must be NNSDO 
member.

• Emergency Nurses Association Foundation (ENAF) - ($3,500 award) The 
proposed research must address an area of inquiry which relates to emergency 
care. Preference given to ENA members.

• International Association of Forensic Nurses (IAFN) - ($3,500 award). This grant 
is restricted to research focused on forensic nursing science. Applicant must be 
IAFN member. 

• Hospice and Palliative Nurses Foundation (HPNF) - ($4,500 award). Proposed 
research must address the areas of hospice and palliative nursing care. 
Preference  given to HPNA members. 

• Academy of Neonatal Nursing (ANN) - ($3,500 award). The proposed research 
must address an area of inquiry relating to neonatal nursing. Applicant must ANN  
member.

ANF GrantsANF Grants
• National Association of School Nurses (NASN) - ($3,500 award) Awardee must 

be a qualified professional school nurse (NASN member), in school nurse 
practice, education or research. Study must pertain to school nursing or student 
health & well-being, including:  impact of school nursing services on student 
health and academic outcomes, effectiveness of health promotion & disease 
prevention, cost-effectiveness, or predictors of successful outcomes for students
needing health interventions. 

• The Josie King Foundation - ($5,000 award) This award is named in honor of 
Josie King, an 18-month child who died as a result of medical errors. The Josie 
King Foundation Award for Nursing Research in Patient Safety ($5,000 award) is 
for patient safety research; preference given to a study focused on 
communication & teamwork in patient-provider relationship.

• Sanofi Pasteur - (Two $7,500 awards) Focus on child and/or adolescent health or 
immunizations. Proposals related to immunizations must include all of the 
recommended immunizations for the age group.
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•Margretta Madden Styles, PhD, RN, FAAN Credentialing Scholar 
($2500 award). This award is honor of Gretta, past president of 
American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), ANA and ICN. 
This grant funds research on the impact of credentialing process in 
nursing, including licensure, certification, accreditation and Magnet 
recognition programs.

•Mary Elizabeth Carnegie, DPA, MA, RN, FAAN Scholar 
($3500) This award was given in honor of Carnegie’s 
leadership in nursing and pioneering mentorship of nurse 
researchers and Ethic Minority Nurse Fellows. Preferences 
is given to National Black Nurses Association (NBNA) 
members

•American Nurses Association Presidential Scholar ($3500 
award) This award is in honor of Rebecca  M. Patton, MSN, RN, 
CNOR, the current President of the American Nurses 
Association. The award was established by the ANA Board and 
ANF board of Trustees in 1993. Preference is health Disparities.
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Checklist for Grant ApplicationChecklist for Grant Application

• Sample and Setting
• Interventions
• Instruments with validity and reliability
• Procedure for data collection
• Approach to data analysis
• IRB submission
• Consultants
• Letters of Support

Successful ApplicationSuccessful Application

• High scientific quality to the proposal
• Excellent technical quality- well organized, 

easy to read/ no grammatical/spelling errors
• Conceptual framework linked to the study
• Creative, innovative and unique
• Promising to lead to new knowledge
• Potential to impact the discipline of nursing
• Interdisciplinary approach



Feedback/CommentsFeedback/Comments

• Lack of experience of PIs/Co PIs
• Conceptual/theoretical framework doesn’t “fit”

the project
• Weak research study design
• Methodology not worked out
• Sample size can not be generalized
• Instrumentation not described fully
• Data analysis does not address research 

questions

Feedback/CommentsFeedback/Comments

• Not innovative or original 
• Will not disseminate new knowledge
• Unrealistic expectations to meet timetable
• Lack of a thorough review of the literature
• Sample size does not warrant the amount of 

funding
• Inappropriate consultants
• Budget over inflated
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Only nurse and woman out of 441 
men in Memory Hall-The National 
World One Museum-the plaques 

are titled “We Are the Dead”


